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Net-zero systems rely on 
human behaviour: 

› Reducing energy demand 

› Switching to renewable energy sources

› Matching energy demand and supply
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Belief in the reality of climate change

Steg, 2018
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Factors that motivate
low-carbon behaviour

› Individual costs and benefits

› Collective costs and benefits

› Symbolic aspects
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Symbolic motives

Noppers, Keizer, Bolderdijk & Steg (2014)
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Steg & De Groot (2012); Steg, Perlaviciute, Van der Werff & Lurvink (2014)
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1 2 3 4 5 6

Altruistic values Biospheric values
Egoistic values Hedonic values

Austria

Belgium

Switzerland

Czechia

Germany

Estonia

Spain

Finland

France

United Kingdom

Hungary

Ireland

Israel

Iceland

Italy

Lithuania

Netherlands

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Russian Federation

Sweden

Slovenia

Total

Low 
endorsement

High 
endorsementBouman & Steg (2019)
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Perceived fairness

›Distributive 

›Procedural 
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Decide-Announce-Defend Public participation

Source: aandeslagmetdeomgevingswet.nl
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Result

Type Color Number Location

Influence over level of 
decisions

Low High

High

Project 
accepta
bility

(Liu, Bouman, Perlaviciute, & Steg, 2019)
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Thank you!
› g.Perlaviciute@rug.nl


